Diploma Programme
Programme du diplome

Programa del Diploma

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2025

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems,
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services,
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2025

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut étre reproduite sous quelque
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des
systemes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans [l'autorisation écrite
préalable de I'IB. De plus, la licence associée a ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L’utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation a I'enseignement supérieur, des
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure a suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous a I'adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organizacion del Bachillerato Internacional, 2025

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podra reproducir ninguna parte de este producto
de ninguna forma ni por ningin medio electrénico o mecanico, incluidos los sistemas de
almacenamiento y recuperacion de informacién, sin la previa autorizacion por escrito del
IB. Ademas, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohibe el uso de todo archivo o
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye,
a titulo enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y
entidades que presten servicios de planificacién curricular u ofrezcan recursos para
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, esta prohibido
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrara mas informacién sobre cémo solicitar una autorizacién por
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.

International Baccalaureate”
Baccalauréat International
Bachillerato Imtemacional




L

Diploma Programme
Programme du dipléme

Programa del Diploma

Biology
Standard level
Paper 2

13 May 2025

Zone A morning | Zone B morning | Zone C morning ) _
Candidate session number

1 hour 30 minutes

Instructions to candidates
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* Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
e Section A: answer all questions.

* Section B: answer one question.

* Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.
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Section A

Answer all questions. Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.

1. Dementia is a term used to describe a group of symptoms that are caused by a decline in
brain function. People with dementia have problems with memory, language and behaviour.

Alzheimer’s disease is the most common cause of dementia. Scientists investigated the
effect of a drug called donanemab on people with Alzheimer’s disease. They divided them
into two groups:

* The treatment group received regular injections of a solution containing donanemab.

* The control group received regular injections of a solution without donanemab.

The scientists used the Alzheimer’s Disease Rating Scale (ADRS) to measure brain function.
The lower the score on this scale, the worse the brain function. The scientists calculated the
mean ADRS score for each group at intervals over 76 weeks. They then calculated the mean
change from their initial score at the start of the investigation (baseline).

Their results are shown in the graph.
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(This question continues on the following page)
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(Question 1 continued)

(a) Calculate the decrease in mean change in ADRS score from baseline between
weeks 24 and 76 for the control group. [

(b) Compare and contrast the data in the graph for the donanemab treatment group and
the control group. [3]

(c) Insome drug trials, the control group is given a drug that is known to be effective
against the disease. The treatment group is also given this drug, together with the
new drug being tested. Suggest a reason for designing drug trials in this way for the

control group. [1]

(This question continues on the following page)
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(Question 1 continued)
SNAP-25 (Synaptosomal-Associated Protein) is a protein found in the brain.

In a different investigation, scientists measured the concentration of SNAP-25 in the
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) of three groups of people:

* 36 people without Alzheimer’s disease (No AD)

* 18 people with Alzheimer’s disease who had mild dementia (AD mild)

* 24 people with Alzheimer’s disease who had severe dementia (AD severe)

Their results are shown in the box-and-whisker plot.
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(This question continues on the following page)
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(Question 1 continued)

(d) Estimate the median concentration of SNAP-25 in CSF for the AD mild group. [

(e) Using your knowledge of box-and-whisker plots, state what the data point shown as
a triangle represents. [1

(f)  Using all the information provided, evaluate the use of SNAP-25 concentration as a
potential marker to help confirm a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease. [3]
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2.  The diagram shows the structure of a triglyceride.
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(a) Identify the type of reaction used to form the covalent bond indicated by X. [
(b) Identify the molecule that was used to form part Y of the triglyceride. 1
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(This question continues on the following page)
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(Question 2 continued)
(c) State the type of fatty acid shown as Z. [
(d) Explain how the properties of triglycerides make them suitable for energy storage. [2]
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3. (a) Describe the role of the EDGE of Existence programme. [2]

Chimpanzees and bonobos are different species of primate. It is thought that neither species
can swim. The map shows the relative locations of chimpanzees and bonobos in Africa.

A
A

Africa

Congo
River
Key:

[ ] chimpanzees
[l bonobos

Evidence suggests that the level of the Congo River was lower during one period in the past.
At this time, chimpanzees could have migrated across.

(b) Explain how bonobos could have evolved from chimpanzees by speciation. [3]
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4. (a) Define the term genotype. [1

PKD (polycystic kidney disease) is an inherited disorder that causes the kidneys to become
enlarged and lose function over time. PKD is caused by a dominant allele, D, which is not
sex-linked.

The pedigree chart shows the inheritance of PKD in a family.
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Key:

Q healthy female healthy male
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(This question continues on the following page)
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(Question 4 continued)

(b) (i) Calculate the probability of individuals 1 and 2 having a child with PKD. [
(i)  Explain how the pedigree chart shows that the dominant allele causing PKD
is not on the X chromosome. [2]
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(a) Broad-spectrum insecticides kill many different species of insect. Narrow-spectrum
insecticides only target a specific species of insect. Suggest one disadvantage of
using a broad-spectrum insecticide. [1]
(b)  The diagram shows the concentration of an insecticide, in parts per million (ppm),
at different trophic levels of an aquatic food chain.
phytoplankton ' ) .
(producer) —»  smallfish | —P large fish birds
0.04 ppm 0.50 ppm 3.00 ppm 25.0 ppm
(i)  Identify the trophic level of the large fish. [1
(i)  Explain the high concentration of insecticide in birds. [3]
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6. The diagram shows a neuron.
— X
(@) Identify the structure and function for the part of the neuron labelled X. [2]
(b) Describe how an excitatory postsynaptic potential is generated. [3]
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Section B
Answer one question. Up to one additional mark is available for the construction of your answer.
Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.
7. Mitosis produces genetically identical cells, which become specialized by expressing

specific genes. This ensures that tissues and organs are adapted to their functions.

(@) Outline how the behaviour of chromosomes during mitosis ensures the production

of genetically identical cells. [4]
(b) Describe how mRNA is produced in the nucleus. [4]
(c) Explain how the structures of arteries and veins are adapted to their functions. [7]

8.  Cycles play an important role both within and outside the body.

(@) Outline the roles of progesterone in the menstrual cycle. [4]
(b) Describe the polymerase chain reaction (PCR). [4]
(c) Explain how carbon is recycled in a terrestrial ecosystem. [71
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